
The text below describes the role and function of Environmental Monitoring 

Committees (EMCs). It has been taken from the reference document below:  

 

DEAT (2005) Environmental Monitoring Committees (EMCs), Integrated 

Environmental Management Information Series 21, Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), Pretoria (this reference should be hot linked to a pdf of 

this entire document) 

Summary: 

Environmental Monitoring Committees (EMCs) are structures made up of 

representatives from stakeholders affected by a development activity. Their 

constitution and function differs from case to case as a result of the particular 

circumstances and needs determined by the specific development project. Their 

basic function is to monitor the implementation of the Environmental Management 

Plan (EMP), but they also fulfil an important communication function. 

In South Africa, several EMCs have been established by authorities as part of the 

conditions of the project approval. The requirements for an EMC are stipulated in the 

Record of Decision (RoD)/ Environmental Authorisation issued by authorities at the 

conclusion of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. These EMCs 

have an advisory, monitoring and “watch-dog” role that can extend for the duration of 

the construction or operational phase of the project. In this manner, EMCs provide a 

voluntary forum to ensure adherence to RoD and EMP conditions. 

With regards to decision-making, EMCs have no decision-making powers. It is 

generally recognized that EMCs can submit advice and information, while 

environmental authorities retain the power of decision-making for environmental 

management aspects of the project. The EMC has the power to make decisions 

relating to their own administrative activities. 

There is no one structure and level of EMC that fits all project contents. There is also 

no one approach or recipe for the successful establishment and functioning of 

EMCs. However, generic criteria and principles can be extracted from practice to 

facilitate the design, establishment and functioning of EMCs. EMCs would have to 

adapt their structure and function according to their mandate in terms of RoD and 

EMP conditions. 

A key purpose of EMCs is to ensure that environmental management does not end 

with the conclusion of the EIA process and the production of the final document (i.e. 

the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or the EMP). Instead, EMCs aim to ensure 

an on-going process of monitoring to assist in minimising negative impacts and 

maximising the benefits of development. 

In conclusion the key functions of EMCs are to:  



 regularly monitor and review the progress towards adhering to the specific 

conditions of the EMP and meet the requirements contained in the RoD; 

consider any modifications or additions to the original version of the EMP 

approved by the government authority;  

 inform decision-making authorities when there is non-compliance with 

conditions of approval; 

 promote the participation of key stakeholders in a structured forum, that 

provides exchange of information and insights. 

In addition, the Spring Grove EMC operates under the Terms of Reference (ToR).  

 

 

  

  

 


